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Mr. Sáenz holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Civil 
Engineering from the University of Panamá and 
obtained a Master of Science degree in Hydraulics from 
the University of Iowa, and a Master of Business 
Administration from INCAE.  

He started his career with the Canal in 1985 as a Civil 
and Hydraulics Engineer between 1985 and 1993 at the 
Engineering Division. Between 1994 and 1997 he was 

promoted to manager of the Utilities Maintenance Branch where he supervised the 
operation of the Canal´s potable water and air conditioning systems. In 1997 he was 
promoted to assistant chief of the Canal Protection Division. In 1998 he accepted the 
challenge of directing a multidisciplinary team of canal workers in the total 
reconstruction of the locks track systems as manager of the Construction and Facilities 
Maintenance Branch in addition to the maintenance of these main canal structures. 

On September 2004 he was appointed as the interim Director of Industrial Services 
where he supervised the Industrial Shipyard Division and the Electricity and Water 
Division. On July 2007 he was appointed Vice President of Environment, Water, and 
Energy from where he supervised the activities related to the environment, water and 
energy in the Canal. These activities include the production and supply of potable water, 
electricity and chilled water for air conditioning and sanitation. He is also the coordinator 
of the necessary actions for the environmental protection of the Panama Canal 
Watershed. 

In October 2012, Mr. Sáenz was appointed Executive Vice-President of Operations 
responsible for all maritime operations, canal’s security, emergency response, 
dredging operations, and maintenance of canal’s infrastructures, floating and rolling 
equipment. 

Before arriving to the Canal, between 1978 and 1985, Mr. Sáenz worked as a civil and 
hydraulic engineer at the Instituto de Recursos Hidráulicos y Electrificación (IRHE), 
Panama´s only electric utility company at the time, where he worked at several 
hydroelectric project studies such as Teribe-Changuinola, Tabasará, Changuinola I 
and as chief of the feasibility study of the Cirí Grande hydroelectric project within the 
Panama Canal watershed.  

Mr. Sáenz´ career also includes the academic field because between 1978 and 1992 
he worked as professor of hydrology, hydraulics and fluid mechanics at the 
Universidad Tecnológica de Panamá.  


